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PREFACK

(' M the sceasion of the Luszatiocommemoration in the Jewish

worlld, the Jewish community of Amsterdam does nol want
to stand sloof, Was it not abt this tewn that the vexed man
Found the rest necessary for his creative power, which enabled him
to o pioneer work o the Jewish history of civilization?

In zpite of the cireomstanee that the Jewizgh archives and
libraries are not yeb gquite ordered, we have made an effart to
colleet the desumentz that give a rather complete idea of the stay
of Luzzatto ot Amsterdam, In order to give an impression of
the state of the Jewish colleetions we have endeavoured to repro-
duce the doeuments in faesimile. They are borrowed from the

~ Befardie community, the rich coellection-Montezinos amd the mumnis

cipal-archives of Amaterdam. The lettor of Luszatto has been found
in what remains of the arehives of the Ashkenazim,

Whereas this study gives an idea of the large sourees that are still
present in Jewish Amsterdam, the publication of it alse demenstra-
tea the stabliorn will te regain the contact with the Jewish world, At
the initiative of Joachimsthal at Amsterdam a seientifie monthly re-
view will appear that has in view the decumentation of the histori-
cal sonrees in our hands, We apply to the Jowish world im Americn
and Paleatine to support ws in this important work, [t is well-
known that Amsterdam onee fovmed the glory of world-Jewry,
May the important Jewish centres of today enable us to describe
anid spread the history if this glory now.

We heg to tender our hest thanks to the Board of the Pekidim

and Amarcalim who enabled thiz publication to be brought about.
Finally we are grateful to the stalf of the municipal-archives [or
the unresteicted help given to us when tracing the deaeds coneerning
this Nife of Luzznllo,

Amateridaom, Moy 20th., 1T,
De, JAKOE MEYER
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The instability of thus gained wealth determines a decline of the
spiritnal conjuncture that dees not fail te count in all domains
of life. A small group of wealthy Jews deminates the patriciate of
the community. By the sides of it o middle-group exists that is
totally taken up and lost in the rage of speculation. Finally a large
group of proletarians is constantly extended by the arrival of many
heggars who are attracted from far-away countries by the blinding
fame of the proverhially rich Amsterdam Sefardim, °)

For a good analysis of the history of the Amsterdam Sefardim
of the 18th century the geparate families must he taken one by one
out of their own much reateicted and separate clan, Genealogieal
studies demonstrate in a striking way that for instance the rich
patricians mized only in an utterly restricted eivele.”] In this con-
neetion it is to be observed {and this is important for the history
of eivilization) that unlike in London, here at Amsterdam an
antochton small body of Sefardim has maintained itsell az leading
proup which was of deciding importance for the spiritual stahility
of the [‘-Ijlllr.rlllllil}'.

These leading Sefardim alsa maintained their enltural level in
the 18th century, They have always kept up contact with the Se-
fardie centres, A study of archives in connection with the spiritual
inheritance of the baptized peet Isaac da Costa brought to light
cemplete correspondence hetween Amsterdam—Hamburg—London
and other kehilloth, In this international contact a continusus in-
terest for Jewish world-events erystallized,

atrales i a pocial-economic ermse the same IIII:II|H“|:|' wich led these as a rlJIl:
pober hmeimeasrnign b o enliural-historical semes 10 Sabhathinmism,

5y The areival of the lamily Lozzatio 13 net o unigue symptom sither, Taaas
all ke I"'“E'“"" Joews who coms [rem F.'-||-H|.II |:'n'||il'|!| is ri;ht:. Wi "E"'r"'d it Far
thoao from Tialy, feom Prance, from England. frem the Levant, From Palamd,
from Barbory ond fimaly from Asis, Afries and Amecics ond thes we, about
A0 jechiediem, Tind eurselves charged with the care of sbout BOF families
wha live or is al eur charge (cited In comncetion with J. d"Awscona in fre-
solifedlends van e Jodem in Nederlomd, Ty Dragmans ol Frank, Amaterdam
L0, B01E. T el seme fsteeesting dnta, On the dth of Moy 17H o marriage is
gn“tp.ﬂlgﬂ |'||;|1u,'|_l|;||1 HQ!I_'H H.pphru_'.l ' Anesia AWHIL 1r't|l|:"li.,l':l:|'~ i]111| ::.‘;ilril Radrl-
pes Gomes o vam Madeld™, In the year 1737 hetween Tocel d'Ancons van Vene-
vien'™ sl Heser Morpsko vam Yemetien™, Bath the lesi-mentiedf®d data 1 am
taking from the notes' of ihe late ). d'Ancoma,

N This lasted fae fsts the 1%h cemtury! i leal 1o regrettable in-hrooding
with nll s consequenees

]

The grandezza of !1_"1 Sefardim remained o strange conglome-
ration of humanistic vision of life, Spanish pride and Jewizh zoli-
darity, Even in their big countey-hovses on the Yecht, the bonds
with the Jewish style of life are coltivated and there waz enough
affection to Judaizm left to receive the poor Mozes Haim Luzzatte
aid to give him the opportunily of expanding his spiritual aspira-
tioms to the full,

Let the docaments speak For themaelves,



ARRIVALOETHE FAMILY

Mazes® hrother,

'\"}\‘l‘f E can conclude from the correspondence of Lusatio, edited
/ by Simen Ginsburg, hat Lnszalio’s brother preceded him to
Amsterdam. When making researches already in 1941 [ found in
the Puiboeken ) the consecration of 4 marriage contraetedl
between
Leon Wita Lusato
anul
Hester Jeseroen

Thea text run: as Tollows:

GComparesrden als vooren Leon Wita Lusato, van Padun, owd
27 juren inde kerk 5., geass., met sijo Vader Jacalh Wita Luzate

4 Busks in which the marelsges contracted are vegistersd. With rogard ta
(e name it i8 remackable that it runs Wite Luanta, The father signg: Viea
Lusatia, Mowes §6 semotimes calleds Moses Foigete. In the hooks of Fie 1loim:
Mases Hatm Lasotie. He sings himsolls: Mosseh Haiw Laugsaito. Por the mrrival
of ke Tomily see. Ginehurg Jggeretk 1 po XXLY  (Inirasduetisn.

& Hester Jeseroen, van Am, owd 18 Jare woond als voorn.
geass, met haar Moeder Gratia Sakoere
aigned,
Leon Vita de Jacol Vita Lozzattoe
Eater de Eliau Jeaurun.
The marriage wns contracted on 22nd of February 1737, It ap-
pears therefore that Jakeb in any ease had suceeed in obtaining a
foothald in his new dwelling-place,

Meazes o digmond-worker?

FPerhaps Mozes practised the diamond-trade, This hewever |
could not aseertain, [ think that it may be concluded from t]lt"
place in Lajesharicm Tehilla, where he speakes of coneave and eon-
vex plasa. ¥)

Contrary o many athers I do nped conclude from thiz that
Luzatto was a grinder of lenses. Bubeonsciously the parallel with
Spinoza plave ton great a part; it is even earried throongh so far
that, also in connectipn with Luzsatto, it is accepted that (zimilary
to Spinesa’s refuzal in the matter of the professorship at Heidel-
herghd he would have reluzed to accept financial support from the
Chaves, The forming of a legend here confuses the reality.

In the first place diamond-workers occapicd themselves with the
art of glass in the 18th century. #) Further they problaby made use
al abjects with concave and convex glasses — just as aftecwards —
in order hetter to obzerve the diamond while cutting, Juost about
the year 1730 the specinlisation of this trade beging at Amaterdam
Becoming more important along with the extension of luxory,

Morcover it iz a siriking Fact that in these vears Venico dis-
appeara from the world-market as n dinmoend-centre and has to
yield itz place gradually to Antwerp and Amsterdom, Finally T may
add that in those years the dismond teade s wearly the only pro-

U Ay pegards the metaphor of econcave sl conves glass in La-jesjeriorm
Tokifle 1L, I of, Ginzhacg: The fife wead worlks I|_II M. I, Luzarto, I"||i.|:u.|l:'||..'r.|l'iﬂ.
1931, p. 113}, Alsc Hethstein: Nezir Elohiees Frankfory a M. 1875, saie 238,
A tir the 1|i:||||||r||i'i'.||!|.'l||r_|r H. |||'-\.'rlj-r: e digimearibsiverkers vae Amsterdane,
H:,' ||||_|||‘.-| Liv 1'||.. ||n|'-|i|||l||| |:-r I||.|I ."||p;|'n||'-r1||' N-\.'||rr|:|||l:|$||: |:|i|'|ll'|JII||IEW|:"t'k.I:'H
hand For the weolul information,
¥ Among sthers: Jolisnn Kunkel Voludlndise Glossmuacherskumst onohat oinem
Anlimmg yom len Perlen wmil Edpliteinen™, Narnherg 1785 In the library of ‘the
.‘|.||;. Hamamibewsrkors Doand miany ather |ll||||.|l||"| Ay s Famminil .

(v]



fession Jews are allowed to practise, because it is nol organized
in guilds, It is clear that | adhere to the well-known Amsterdam
tradition that has Mozes acting s a dismoend-cutter for some Lime,
a tradition that still lived in the mind of the poet Isaac da Costa
whose father Daniel Haim, bhorn in 1761, had sl personally known
David Franco Mendes,
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111

THESOCIAL MILIER .

Mazes de Chaves.

N order to typify the milien in which Luzatto lived in Amster.
dam, is neeressary to view his Maecenas Mozes de Chaves in a
historical way,

His family belonged to the oldest Amsterdam Sefardio. In the
years 1614 already a Shelemch de Chaves is mentioned in the
avchives of the community, The ancestor of our family {which
seems to he another branch) iz Moges de Chaves, born in the vear
1621 at Corvilha and married 1651 to Rachel de Matthoes, 7y Their
son Jacah mareied in 1691 Ribea Alvarez Machado and thus became
allied, to the richest families, I find this Jacob mentioned » few
times amongst | the speculators in the beginning of the 18th
ventury, 8} _

His son is our Mozes who (1718} mareied his cousin Sara da
Veiga. According to Zwarts he was chiel participator of the Utrecht
Provineinl Company, Tt is typical that thiz milieu is alse closely
invalved in specalation. In order to maintain their influence as
directors they even do not stand away from special tricks that

71 Infecmation from Ph, A, Sondervau, &5 per information given to him b
Ihr. E. ¥, B, Toixeira de Mattos, Kemnrkoble, bere slag, is the in-brooding,
Amtenia (Moxes) Machedo—HRachel Ximones Cardoso
| i

Rilson Alvaree Machade=Jacols de Ghoves  Sara Alv. Machnado—J, w.A, ke Yeign
(] E

_".1_|,|:“'.-| 1|-|‘: Cliayes Hara ila \rc‘lﬁ,t
B Grosnevohl p. 202 smil 223, Stocks from the bankruptey of Themne Pocrin
arn eoneerned liees. Jnesh holowga 1 tho ermilliore o wepgens notio in do Oesi-

Pnalinelie L'||-|1||| in |l:n-il-|.|||1|" el W wotin in ilo Hﬂjllﬂ HPank vim |':Ilst"
lamd.” The relations ol Cliaves withi Ewgland aes slways very intons,

11
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cannol stand the test of business in good faith, On the list of chief-
participators the name of Jacob de Chaves, later on Luzzatte’s
pupil, is mentioned three Hmes: a5 Jaeobh  de Chaves, as
Jucob de Mozes de Chaves and as Jacob de Chaves Junior...."

Since the Tth of October 1723 the family De Chaves resides in
their country-heuse on the ¥echt: Dooroburg '), the beantifully
forged gate of which still forms ene of the sights of the district!!),
They had beauntiful paintings made there, as was the enstom at the
time, Jewish hiblical, bat also lll.il.‘!E“ril'. representations adorned the
interior. It inspired miny poets,

Mozes de Chavea is the highest assessed tax-payer, according Lo
the quohier der Personeele quotizatie anne 17437, His income is
then [° 50,000 & year. ) No wonder that now and then he has to
suller from the inimical feclings of his non-Jewizh surroundings,
The 18th October 172% a deed iz execonted by the notary Johannes
de Jong at Utrecht, in which is demonstrated in a colourful way
that ,,die schuyt nasy Amsterdam®™ had not taken him on board,
for all his asking, Another document even states that this also hap-
pened once, as ,zijn huysvrouw enverwagls op gemelde hofsteede
(Doornburgh) in °t kraambed is hevallen,” For a moment we get a

M 1 Fwarts. Moofdsiukken wic de Gesoliisdeniz der Joder in Nederlord
Ifutphen 1929} p. 197,

85 K. v. Luttervelts ffe buitenplaaisern ear de Veeke, 1793, Favther J. wars:
willwarnlargh™, o Joodsse Baicemesrbdiff, swar frzatre’s Gfo-feshorizm  To-
fita enstond, ¢ Velldogacomd ¥, 1 o 2940, Some wooks age [ visited the place
mysell amd discoverel that most of the detslls given by Zwacts 0 wor all are
the preducts of his imagimatise, OF the srginpl mansion bardly anyiling romaiag.

Hh Db, B vam Lsttervolt, Scheonbsid man de Fechi. Amsterdam 1944, p, 75

"] Al M. Vae Dias: fler des :.ll":rlftl]!l:ll.ur:lmlﬂmﬂ |ﬂ|:r .-frn:ll'rl.l'un'ru'.'.lﬁ' J'.,..Jm
di e I7e on de IBe penw. (TRdschrift vosr Geschicdenis, 51) Page 174 The
article of Yaz Dipe iz n fowndation for the ecoomemical conditions sbout
1740, The 1]'||Iﬂl|:|l|.|1.|l.l relibs Lo P i G, rr1||.;.'| 'ul.;.||||r.. wimber ol mﬂ'il,! wOCyami«E,
virriages amil couniryseat, Powrteen Porlugese kept a carclage. twe nty fadl a
wisiniryepnal. O the 552 Jewish inhnbitonts, there were ia D745: ;

LUl Funal-holdeare

S marchants

1M Limteclspors™ {thoes wha ontside e guilids
proctisml o prefession) eto

14

Jewels of Moges de Chaves palusd by the fowish broker [, van s Capa-
wfaee, Alsn Jrom Sisat en fnventaris”. Soe page 14,



glimpae here of the antisemitism of the 18th century as a shadow —
even in the quiet, rustic distriet of the Vecht )

Moxzes de Chavea had a great enltural interest, In the Jewish
domain his ideology will have moved between the mystic pictism
aud the cool rationalism, those twoe for apart poles of the Portu-
guese-Jewish attitude towards life. From this peint of view we alie
feel how this sly, coolly ealenlating business.man, could be o bene-
Factor of a poor poetic dreamer.,

He often was parnas and likewise governer of Ets Haim,") He
was one of the leading figures of Miken Kodesh and he also spems to
have heen o connoisseur of the Jewish literature. ") 1 even found
# Hebrew poem about pastoral life which he had written with e
lieele skill,

Bezides he had the love Tor art and seience of the 18th century,
Liposing iz his property of pictures and jewels, A parv of his will,
also interestings as a catalogue of art, I inserted entirely For curio-
sity’s snke, Many great Duteh mastera are represented together with
lalians, Would by the ,blauwe Niesje door vermeer van Delft™ he
nreant the world-famous pietore wIhe Letter™? g

La-jestarine Telulla,

A good deal of the mentality and the spiritual atmoesphere of the
family De Chaves resonnds in La-feshorim Tehilla which, as is
known. was written on the oceasion of the wedding of Luzzatto’s
pupil Jacah de Chaves with Rachel Veiga Henriquez, a daughter of
Ieaae do YVeign Heoriquez, likewise one of the highest-taxed persons
uf the year 1743, 1%h) This allegoric poem ean only be understood
ws a piece of lyrie poetry of the Duteh Sefardic wig-period, the
gpiritual expression of a period, during which a certain Jewish at-
mosphere can mix with the late remains of the Baroque and the full
blam of the Recore, In this eannection [ peint to Francesco Lopes

W Hwurte e, . 297

Wy edembecheift, .. Eea Haime by J. 5 da Silva Roea and D M. Q. Pa-
ruirn; Amsterdam 1916, Soe the voars 1T20, 1T37, 1T3& 1753, obe.

) Cantrary o the geoernlly accepiod spliden, Mikra Kodeeh is at first the
Cliowen of the rich Parnassim, not of the pupils of Luzaite.

) Thass documenis;, bloscieally very intorestimg as o catalogee of ar 1
foumel with the help of wetes of the lote 1% Vieyrn, ol prosemt in my emsiody
G the Livrarin Moniozinos,

) A M. Yar Ding le opo K14
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Connrrykouse on the Veokd aofter en sagroving by Floseling

..Dln’?rllﬁﬂrgk"'

See page I4.
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From Bl aosfileiom™ |'.l:|' David Franco Mendess See page 19,
fLivraria Hortezines)

e Lix, the decadent art-lover of the Hague, who was even in tonch
with Jud Siisz who alse staved in the Netherlands. )

Let us tuen to the poem itself, By jesharim™ ne desby the De
Choves are meant, Just as in the ease in the title of Mesilarh
jesharim, The De Chaves are the righteous™, as eounterpart to his
mereiless pursners,

The allegorie cheracters of the drama alse are probably to be
widerstosd as real persons who cannot eazily be identified, How far,

Bl Bluard van Biomn, Episeden wit het leven pan Fromceeca Lopes de Lis
(fnarbeek Die Haghe MI4—1915 olso separnte). Compore foc the coninct of

Jmil Silag with Amsterdam, oles Selmo Stern: Jud Sdsz; Berlin 1929, pp. 20024,
Th, B,

18

however, riddles and peoudonyms are applied here is not always to
be clavified, It is penerally known, that the 1Bth century gladly
made wze of them, Ydf Thet Mechlkar™, this solitary searcher who
leads a wandering Lile, iz Mozes Luzzatto himself and that by the
MY oand L ChYothe initial letters of his own npme are meand, @eenis
douhtless to me.

Besides | want to point out that, eontracy Lo all Luzzatia’s io-
graphercs, it iz my opinion that the contents of thiz poem only celer
to the Life of his benefeciors, and ool be hiz own, L must have lcen
hiz intention te eelebrate hizs rich friends who only wanted Lo hear
the songs of their own surrounding and own athmosphers, according
te the style of this abundant period,

The luxurious atmosphere of the wig-peried also stands ot
prhampered, Striking is the rustie stmesphers with its predoeminant
.pastoral” characteristics. & well-known feature of the Duteh Se-
favdim 15 the modishness which sovely led to the conscious imi-
tation of the pastoral life. The poem of Mozes de Chaves that |
mentianed above, praises the life of the shepharvd s well.

By , Tifereth™ the real gravidade™ is meant, It 8 a technical
terin, In the comparizon of the sar something vresouncds of the boatiog
on the Veeht which at present is still o favourite pastime, The
gardens with their special structure and the [aney.rocks are con-
Jured up helore our eyves, just as the imitated waterfalls which do
a0t oceur in our country, Ve

The posm sings of the luxury of the cups, the wealth of the
festive bogrd aned the richeess of the jewels, Tn the final hymn theres
is o conscious theught of musicians, present in the music-loving
milien of the Partuguese Jews: of the halls, adorned with scenes of
pastoral love horrowed from Guarinis (I paster fide” or taken
From Tasse's  Geruzalemme liberata”, so much loved by the rich
Sefardim of the 18tk and even L%th century, F) Ts 10 oot signi-

58] The Livearia Momtezines possesses sovoral manuacripia {alia [Pom Franon
Mendesd of riddles, Pacticolarly interesting is the Tact thay T slsn Toued several
riddles in M5, reforriog 1o this mardage.

Wak For the d:||iri|_|_|;|| .\,||||.||-||||-|:|-r. ol ilils ||.-ri-:-ll in ponneclion  with
liierniure: B van Lutiocvelt; Huigempdanisor, For pletorinl act H, B vam
Galder: Kunsigeschiodenit dor Nedertapdon, Uteechl. oj po W8 ote. and
Feal, The. A, A, vai Sehelven: Van Hoepolrok en  Prudkessndosi Nijkerk =g,
we HTH eln,

Wiy The poet lsase da Cosin alsn translptes) in e ik comtiiry from Tasss,

11



licant that Luzzatio’s only tramalated poem is a paztoral posm? Yg)

The literary interpretation of Lo-jesharim Tehilla will have to
do justies to o historical explanation of the milien of the Family
Ide Chaves, those wealthy, artdoving personalities of the time of

: . ; ; : T
cremaline and pride in wigs, "k}

Mel The lacaimile: 1+ 1

S The ualatinne from La jrgh:lri.m Tohilla are derived Tram the first
pilitisn which is mot paginnted. For thas pastoral atmosphere which is imitated
pomepiously aleng the Yecht compare the sceme mlbout the pastor. The oar”
liin iilim beem colerred 1o ||-:¢' [':illxh-urp; {llﬁ] The |1|'|:|||_|.' af the np# I;...l:-uﬁ."
-||.|| ..';:ul'.l L@ Becurs rn||-|l||||||||:|'. LT o |_|:.|l aeliam al 1||-' [rari .,
it s wvery interesting 16 omolvae the  intrigee of  LPride” wha s sadd
ta b wlan o sem of JTrath™, The moral ideas of the Jews weee vory liberal sl
wiiich |II'II|I|III-|- Wiy form 0 parl al eviry Ill:r lile,

20
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PHE CONTACT WITH THE SEFARDIM

Fra Hutm,

HILE in the heginning Mozes probalily had 1o provide far
himzelf by dicmond-cutting, he geots an pppointient as &
teacher ot the Medras "), in the year 1738, Unmistakably the in-

nl.l.l'lll'l' ol Mozes e |:..|'||I'|.l\.':-. I:|||' lezareira e Ets Hapim was of

sebtling importance in thiz matter. Tt grew into o habit that the?

rich E'jl""l.-!'ll'l:“lll in Eis Haim l!'l'i'll[l'll II'a-r |:.||-\.-\.i||i|'i|i1l_-\, Lk |||'|;n.i1'r| far
theiv protegi’s hy preference learned men from ahroad, %)

His salary amounted o FI, 530 o voar, Behimd hiz name (F says
marcover F|, 39, .\..F':l:ll |I|:_l'|i|' | im leend de Aren r:"||._=|, Iile

burva,” The meaning of thiz i@ oot gquite clear, Underneath bebind

the name LSelomol Acatan™ is mentionedl again: Jm lugar de
Mozzeh Huolm Losate de FL 30 ¢ F1, BO.—"" This is not clear
vither. In any case Mozes earncd F1, 130 a vear, which eerlainly
wag A reasenzble income for that time, il we consider that- F1, 6
monthly is pid to a post Family by the sedaeah™,

He is appointed oz o teacher st the , Jesiba™ Bmel LeJahacol,
That he actively joined in Halachic dizcussions appears from the
place in the Responsa of David Meldoela, where Luzzatto makes
i deciding re
phieagant. ')

park in the discussions wether it s allowed o ent o

W Archive Ets Haim. Thiz aelidve line | |'||.I"|'||:,' apved, like that of e

vomnumity. In  the wese VP37 Mozea de Choves is Tezareiro. asd later
prosidient, He died 1762, O the tombstone (1% Kigdev 5392 .h keksrew poonm i
fonmal, in whish his ipnalities are celelrated. T

W51 G edardetaei LI 2 8

W) I Maurenn: Do* Ropanan als bron voor de peanhioowie dor Jolen in Meder-
lillll- ”ﬁi“lﬂ"xl"fl nn H-'J-"d'l-l-l'l'.-l;.-n I'.|'r. |'.'|'.'J..l||Il|r.|'|||||| PMET .ar# j'nu-i_.r_rn' '|F-'|-7-|-
sohap b Nederlmnad, Yo Amsterdom 1933, 5, 1, The stery from e Davlil
(M, M ds ot gquite leerally gyetod. By o Obel Ta'aceh', prabably the Jesjilis

Emer LoJahapol i mennt, Iy s romarkalile that in thids commoctisn alia 1lie
wime ul Lleamar ol Brwily them the Haw of the Aslikeinagim i sesiioasd
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From the archives of Eis Haim. [See page



From the srchives of Eri Hadme, With the sgnarere of Moaes de Chrimg.
{Sne page 330

|

The comumaniiy,

\_\_." HETHER Luzzatio had contact with the Portugucse commiu-
A nity I was not veol able te aseertain, The enly thing that i

b be determined iz that David Franeo Mendes in his important

wMemorias de estabelee ¢ progresse dos Judeos Part. en Espanh,

pesta cidade de Amsterdam™ inlorma us, that Luzzatto in the vear

3 e L | B
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Le'el Efiem by M. M. Luezatio. flivrocia Wontesines)
P42 made a little poem in honour of both Chatanim on Stmchath
Torah, 1)
RLTdd Em Sipichat Thora do Ao 545 sepde Hatan Tora Is
nun Hen ¢ HaHion Beresit Aron de Jos, de Pinto: compos o

H. H, K. Mosseh Lusato, o Fismon Le'el Eliem: ¢ adolfa delie

o B L ||-ll'-|'“-i-l|l| wl ihe |'ll|'|||l,|'r-|' enmimniv,
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Fram Kol tofils welod siora”, moseseript of Qavid Framce

ot IHER bl

il

‘Hivraria Momtesinast

H. Abhm. de 1:‘-.".-:.-:#?1':";: gque cantarae com agradpve]l meladia ja
a sole ¢ ja oa duo, oz Famozas Hazganim B Sen Roiz Mendes
¢ B Aran a Gohen de Lara: pecompanbadaoz, | do Compositor. .
asistie nateha ¢ com esta neville foi o coneurso de gentes in-
numeravel, o siliencio summe e o contento da congregen inex-
plicavel™,

This poem ,Le'el Elim™, of which the Livearia Montezines con-
tains a manuseript (by Franeo Mendes), was part of the officinl
bituegy for some time, ™) From this it may be concluded, that
Lozzatto had an important influenee on the scommunity. The evening
on which it was sung made such an impression on France Mendes,
that he speaks of it several times in enthugiastic woerds, It muost be
considered that the funetiens of the Chattanim in those VLArH
could only be carvied owt by high society, ™) Simchath Thora was
the climax of the Jowish ceremonies, Around those vears (1742)
the magnificient Gobelinfurnishings for the Chattanim were given

which noew agmin form part of the treasures of the community, “}

) 1, d'Ancona P JOE HUl eecirs in Mockzer v Silva Mewiles {hmaterdam
G5310. Beferemee to Idelscha dn et Dngon Coellere Tebilee Voltme [1875—
1925 ), Cincinnati 1925, p. 418), | rocently Totmd the erigisal music for this
poem which was cempossd bl the Choxzanim of 1he commuanity and which
will e pullichel shoargly, The Helirew atnry of Dhavid Franeo Mewmiles is
loerawed Trom his Kol I'l"ll'l'!rl' wekod sinira, manusocipt on the Livesria Mon-
teedmes (2 E 15}, The Livvarin Moutezinos ales posseses o rare example
of the Shire Hilloodim which wern written inm the yeure 1745 hy Benjnmin
Diae Pramadon, .|Iln-r"|.l|lu !‘”"lrl:l i l:|||:.r|}' nril I':Ii"""!"'l’ Nuthanel Sarfati, im
homenr of JInenh de Chaves, Chatan Thora and Jocelh Hiskia de ¥ega
Hemdriguer, Chatan Harosjit — Uirecht 1745,

T . :
| Hecumes of tha high oosts connected with the fumetiens. Als Ie Maje
wi s hal,

) Fwinal back 1 in Germany in i Farmlisue
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THE DEPARTURE OF MOZES

Social-econmmic aneerioiniy,

I_{UUNI‘.I about the vear 1740 the economie position in the
eommunity is bad, Ahove I pointed already to the pessimistic
note of Isaae de Pinto, The stock of capital decreases. e Pinto re-
commends sending the numerous poor 1o the colonies,

Etz Hpim also shares in the depression, In the years 1739 andl
1751 deficits had to be made good by dedoction from the reserves
capital. The first reasen for the departure of Mozes is to be found
here, His family had aleeady preceded him, In those years it is alse
prohibited for the Jews to trade in old clothes, There is even a ten-
dency to erganise a goild for the dismond.workers to eross the
Jewe in this respect. *#)

Doparture of the family.

The Family Luzzatio probably departed for Venice about 1738
From a notarial decument of the Sth of January 1742 it appears )
that Jacol Luzzatto at this time is in connection with Amsterdam.
Hefore Daniel van den Brink, notaris binnen Amsterdam”, ap-
peared on that date ,Isanc Porto en Christolfel Eluyter, ten ver-
sucken van den Heer Moses Luzate mede alhier wonende” They
hore witness that they . den Heer Abvaliam Jacoh Hiddink nyt nanm
van den Requirant (Moezes Haim Luzatto) hehben versogt of hij ge-
Hefde toe te stacn, dat den Requirant (M, H. L] zos van de boeken
wle andere doswmenten rakende de negotie tusschen des regts, Yader
Jucoh Luzate tot Yenetien en gene Ahraham Jueoh Hiddink, Co
plien mogte neemen.” The said Hiddink seems to have refused this.

Though this docaments {5 not quite clear, the importance of it is
preatl, in view of the searcity of data, For a moment | thougt here

= Huoertje p. 21,
My Matarial prolive of ihe manbeipalily of Amsiord om,
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of a riprkire with the father, Would Jacob Luzzatts have broken the
contact with hizs son? From the inlermation that the said ¥re, Hiud-
dink ,diverse malen antwoordde ik weet dape niet van"”, it ceetainly
aAppears that Mozes inguires in vain about the bosiness of his Father.
Alaz, history leaves vz in doubt on this subjeet for the present, Hes
miarkable 1= the contact with non-Tews of which one [Christoffel

Sluvter) is summoned by Mozes az a wilness,

Palestine-orieniation of e Seflardiemn,

With régard to the departure of Luszstto o Palestine, it must be
remarked,  that in the 18th centnry o keen national-Jewish oriens
tntion existed stressing Erets lisrpel, The seehives of the Scfardim
do mot leave vs in doubt. People have particular intersi for
Jerusalem, Tihecias and Safed, It iz not ||||f.ik4'|}' that, as regaeds
the departure of Lozzatte, we have to think of a more regular
contact between Amsterdam amd Palestine than we hitherio sap-
posed 1, Constantinople wes joining  link here, Probably the
migil was delivered both ways via this town, From a hizterical
point of fiew it iz necesiary to expmen more closely the contaer
betwien Amsterdam and Eretz Jiscaeel during the 15th, 18th and
evon the 19th century, for even so late Sefardic Jews went [rom

Amsterdam o Palestine, =]

Practival arrangenents,

A surprizing Tind in the monicipalaacehives hrought to light the
anthentie document, in which Masseh Haim Luwzzatte™ on the 1900
of April 1743 arranges bis departuve and puois his affaivs in order.
He authorizes Joeoh de Chaves, his pupil, to areange all his interests
o affairs, ®) He is abount om zig buyten's lands te begeoven,””
Jagoh iz appointed his execulor in case of his decease. To him
he lepves | ol =ijn goederen en kodpmanschappen,™ ;

I the first ploce it iz striking that Mozes became a merchant at
this lime. Secondly, that he leaves his business and trade to Jacob
e Chuves with the limitation (afterwards inserted) in Evropa®™

1 Arehive P. L 'I':l\.'m'.lnu.lril:r.

B Far -I'I.JIIl'II-I' Y., M. Coraasl, author of Fecher Nothan, Vienma IH.TE,
wlines corcospsmlames with 1. Mowntogines 1 kove alis teaced.

M) Metorinl archilves of the momicipslity of Amsterdam,
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May 1 conclude that Luzzstto had the intention of trading s
Paleatine?

With the help of this we in any case suceeeded in getling exact in:
formation about the departure of Luzzatto for Frets Jiscacel, For
the rest all we know abeut him iz derived From the letter, formerly
in possession of Sigmund Seeligmann, published by Ginzhburg, #7)
Aunother lzter letter from [Mavid Franco Mendes to Luzzatto, a copy
af which is kept in the Liveavia Montesinos, will be published else-
where by A de Jong #5,

Eipnminre ol Leszalte wnder fie docement, before s deparinre,

= F} Iggeraili T 403

My e, 28 Hjewnth 174l Abowt the cosniact with the Aslikenazim 1 could
wal lolerming lll:i'lIIiIIF. OF, wmete 170 Tt da remakalde, e 1 ."'.ljl'|| Leili lsem
Baul, wha was the Waw ol the Ashkomaeim here Teom 17401755, |-|'|||:||.'|’"||
P ke Thowoosl a@inlagonesls wl Lwgzatin. .‘||.|.|||'||I|!. ERidre was isn l:|'.|l':-\.li||n al
aiy pamllbion, Abwiil Arjeh Lidi 1l sty ul A, Frank (Amsterdam 19353}, {Of,
Oolomhimryg Teweemih |1 po WPR CRET, BRI aual 7.
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LHEZATTO - MANISCRIPTE AT AMSTERDAM

M the Livrarin Montesinos the following Luzsplioomanuseripis

are to be found:

I, Decech Hashem 5

2. Derech Chogmah, *) J

3 In the collection ,JEmek hashivim™ of David Franco Men-
ites nre five poems by Luszatto, '“}

A letter from Luzzatto abowrt Solome SpierefF ),

In & manuscript-volume belonging to the Ashkenazie commn-
nity **} I fonnd a letter of Luzzatto about a cabbalist, . Salemo™,
who lived in Krakau and whe, a: appears from an information
therein, died in the year 1740 at the age of 48 yvears.

Mineteen verses, all beginning with MNathan”, give a rhymed
glorification of Nathan ben Salomo Spiero, whose Megale Amukoth
obvionsly made an enormons impression on Luzzatto, Would a son
ol Mathan be meant by the heve mentioned Salomo?

[ any case this manuseript gives o view on ceriain influences,
that have worked on Luzzatto, In this way it is o contribution o his
Iile, while the Tact that it iz wreitten in Amsterdam forms an indi-
piution of the activity of Mozes in the case in gquestion,

)y rp'i,||a.||1|:|'g; Iﬂihlialrnph] No. 12 Facaimile P |-:I|||||:--|i.ll' the Iil|l"|!lu|:_-|" R
wme ligures the sense of which is mot clear

= Glmzburg, Bilklisgraphy No. 6. Two copies,

Wy Ginzbwrg: Bibllography: Ne. 28, 3% 71, 73 en Ti. Ii is to he noted
tint the titles Riven h]- ‘l;ill\'lltlr“ Abd al ||1'ﬁ'|]:.'|- exaet, | was ]l.1l'k.:|' o final
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vorrpspanlence between lsane Sarnea and Joshian Facdo abown the Sabbatai
Pewi-mavemenl, which | hope 1o publish elsewhere, For Luzznito’s interest im
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Metecheth Hakigajon.

In another volume, far the greater part indentical with the
former ) T found a brief introduction to the logica, to which I
could oot give nearer identification For lack of stidy-material,
Caould it he possible that this article is one of the lost manuseripts
from the library of FPraneo Mendes?

Astefark Jaakov.

I found a partially vanizhed manuseript among the remaing of
the badly damaged library of the Ashkenosic Beth Hamidreash, Tt is
valled : Asiefath Jankov, and contains explanations about the dream
of Nebukadnezar and has been copied in charge of Moses Haim
Luzzatte. ¥} The title-page gives a place-name: Hamburg, A date
it not given, Interesting pen drawings illuminate the manuseripr.

-:I itur .'.iull'rr'fm [I.:i-rrurh Manilezinosi, This ks a colloctisn which rosembiles
the wee msilloned under 32,
My oHu'tak lifkiedosthi B, M, H. Luzzatis”

¥Il
LUZZATTO'S INFLUENCE AT AMSTERDAM

David Franco Mendes: Mercator Sapiens,

N consequence of their agelong isalation the spiritual life of

Jewry inm these Low Countries has remained almost unlnown
The inner gqueations that raled Jowish spiritual life in the Nether-
landz even in the second half of the 18ih century, have nover yot
been the subject of zevions consideration, I espeeially would liles
to draw attention toe the person al David Frapeo Mendes who s
most important for Jewish history on the eve of the Emancipation
and who i pre-eminently to e considered az Lugsatto’s popil.

David Tranee Mendes was born in 1713, Luzzatie had a lasting
influence on the development of his best vears, s threefold influenee
in my opinion, Within the seope of this avtiele we must velvain lrom
a more specificd analysis of the porely literary and of the linguistic
aire, ¢
Mysticisne.

In Franco Mendes there lurks a conzeious urge towards mysticism,
a8 iz pvident fraom many of his nnpablished works, Among the ma-
nuzeripts of Ets Haim are samplez of works in Ceomanicin, copied
amd revised by him 35), There iz alas a strong orientation towarids
the mysticism of Luria that finds expression in many manuscripts
revigsed alse by David Franeos and which contain the Life and hiitory
of Lurin,

By Absut him the Fundamentsl biklisgraphio  acticle by I, Montezines . im
Jomleci-otterundize hijdragen 1867, He died in 1792, His eimple tombetons
iz exweavatel by Tk H, de Casteo. The inseriptlon only mentions his nnme. He
marriel im 1TH his cousin. Kochel do Fonsesa from Maarcssen. He must often
linve been in eontact with Luazzatta, Tar Daornburgh s sitwnted ihere peo.

o This b aleo . in. 1Mk century Amaterdam.  The family  Lehren
aml their circle alsa link wp with Thochs=lewish relatisns. A glancs  at
ik Whrarios, put up for nection during the 19th century at this place, shows

an mnh almn the spresd of mysticism. Fis Haim reflects this in o rich varciety
ol wory Impsciast motecial,
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Melecheth Holigajon,

In another volume, for the greater part indentical with the
former ) I found a brief introduction to the logica, to which 1
aould not give nearer identification for lack of study-material.
Could it be possible that this article is one of the lost manuscripts
from the library of Franeo Mendes?

Astefarh Jaakov,

I Fonned & partially vanished manuseript among the remaing of
the badly damaged library of the Ashkenazic Beth Hamideazh, 1t is
ealled: Asiefath Jaakov, and containe explanations about the dream
of Mebukadoezar and has been copied in charge of Moses Haim
Luzzatto. ) The title-page givez a place-name: Hamburg, A date
ig nob given, Interesting pen drawings illuminate the manvseript,

WG Tigwr Soferiem [ Liveario Montezinna), This iz o ecelleciion which respmliles
the wne montioned under 32,
My o Huhak bifkiedostl B M, . Luzesine”
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LUZZATTO'S INFLUENCE AT AMSTERDAM

David Franco Meandes: Mercetor Sapiens,

X consequence of their agelong isolation the spivitoal life of

Jewry in these Low Countries has remained almost unknown
The inner gquestions that roled Jewish spiritual life in the Nether-
lands even in the second half of the 18th century, have never vet
heen the subject of serions consideration. I especially would liks
to draw attention to the person of David Franeo Mendes who s
most important for Jewish history on the eve of the Emancipation
and who is preseminently to be considered as Luzzatto’s pupil.

David raneo Mendes was born in 1713, Luzzatio had o lasting
influenee on the development of his best vears, a threefold influence
in my opinien, Within the scope of this artiele we must relvain From
o morve speciflied analyziz of the purely literary snd of the linguistic
sicl e, '

Moypspioizm,

In France Mendes theee lurks a conseious urge towards myaticizm,
ag ig evident from many of his unpublizhed works, Among the ma-
nuscripts of Els Haim are samples of works in Geomanicia, copiecd
and revised by him ), There is also a strong orientation towards
the mysticism of Luria that finds expression in many manuzeripts
revized alzo by David Franco and which contain e Lile and ]li:!m'}'
of Luria. 39}

B Abpat him the fundemental - bibliographic article by D, Montezines in
Jooasck-letterkunaige bijdragen 1867, He died in 1722, His simple tomhstons
is excavated by 10 H, de Castre, The inseriptlon only mentions his mame, He
murried in 17500 kis comsin Hachel da Fonscea from Masrssen. He must often
have hesn in conlsct with 1.|Iv?lltu: [t i]l:urﬂhIllH_h BE Fillul.l":lj tiere tos.

B} This ie, alae, in, 19th cestury  Amsterdam.  The [amily  Lehren
nmid their circle also link wp  with Dutch-Jewich rcelations, & glomce o
tha libearies, put wp for anctlon during the 10ih century at ihis plaes, showa
e ek about the spresd of mystielsm, K Heaim pefleets this in a vieh variety
ol yury lmporiant malerlisl,
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Page from Geomancia”, manuscript by Daeld Feapee Mendes, See page 52
Fhivenria Momlesimes,
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The inner mystic orientation that prevailed in the Sefardic mi-
lien far inte the 19th century, will yet have to be the sabject of
historical research., Therefore it will he necezsary to publish a mo-
dern edition of the mannscripts of France Mendes, which arve a rich
source for snch a study. It is partly the purpose of this article te
ronsa intereat for this work in Erets Jisrael

History.

: Luzzatto alse asserts hiz influence on the historical consciousnens
wf hiz pupils. Tt i3 not by chanes, that David Franco Mendes and
[David de Foanseea occupied themsalves first with the history of the
Sefardim. The work of the former I already mentioned. Some of the
unedited mannseripts of the Fonzeca have not been traced yvet. )

Mo doubt Luszatto had s feeling For the romantic-historical honds
‘with the past and passed it on as a ereative motive 1o his papils,

When the Emancipation has done its levelling work, all this makes
wiy for the characterless and apologetie Features wich leave no
|'I|i-|‘:¢ [or mational eonsciousness,

Consciousness of national redemption.

That France Mendes thought in a consciously national way ap-
pears from his Bieath Hamashiach ¥} which was offered in vain
io Hammeassef 7, There is o deliberate and conscious separation
between the German Aaflklirong and David Franeo Mendes, Yee
on the eve of the French Revolution the ereative forees of the
wnehent longing for Zien are alive in him, Therefore he too desecves
o plage in the elassic history of the Chilbath Tsion.

By Far the importance of w, ). 1L Buzsgli — Hidregen ol de geschie-
‘ends dlor P F0 e ‘eGravenhage (16017300, 193, The Livesria Moniezines
| MIBEBEERE [ POpT,

By Tile-poge, Sec p. A

W Lettor Teom TREM. 1o Hammesssel hounal i oue of she mannsoripis of
e drama.
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EPILOGIE

he short time of preparation did not allow v to complete this
study as we would have liked. To reach that goal it would hove bheen
necessary b analyse the inner spiritual structure of the Amsterdam
milieu in its development during both the Barogue and HRocoeo-
perinds. Such a study offers great possibilities also for the examina-
tion gnd stady of Luzzatio’s lyries in these vears, We have restricted
vuraelves here to supplying some new materinl and giving indiea-
tions, The carrying of a single buildingstone ,,which the future
builders may not despize tos mueh,”
May above zll the Jewish world experience that alse in the re-
mainder of the Amsterdam  Jewry of the present day, the lovae
for Luszatto, once was offered to him in this town, ) has been
preseryved,

0 0Of course | am willing to give all the informatlen ahowt the historical
documents referring to Luzeatte's sty ot Ametocdsm, The sdeess of Eis
“l.inl 5T

Jomas Drhaniel Mogerploin G
Ameterdnm — Cemtrum,
Hallaml,
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